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The 28th Biennial of Graphic Design has ended. 
It attracted both experts and the lay public 

Press release, 31 August 2018
This year’s international biennial of graphic design, an event organised by the Moravian Gallery in Brno since 1964, played host to over twelve thousand visitors. The gallery achieved one of the main objectives of the event – in comparison with previous years, the biennial found more response with the general public. At the end of the exhibitions in August, the winner of the Visitors’ Award was announced, the leading Swiss graphic designer Erich Brechbühl. 

28TH INTERNATIONAL BIENNIAL OF GRAPHIC DESIGNU BRNO 2018
11. 5. – 26. 8. 2018
Museum of Applied Arts, Husova 14
Curators: OKOLO creative group (Matěj Činčera, Jan Kloss, Adam Štěch)
Although graphic design appears to be a fixture in our lives, for the mainstream audience it is still not easy to understand. Nonetheless, the Museum of Applied Arts welcomed 12 120 visitors who came to see the highlights of the discipline produced in the last two years. The exhibition of contemporary graphic design attracted not only experts from the field of graphic design but also the wide public, which was reflected in the higher number of paying visitors, as compared to previous years. The Moravian Gallery management attributes this increase to the novel approach to the event, as well as to the choice of accompanying exhibitions. The OKOLO creative group presented top-quality posters, catalogues, books, magazines and product design in visitor-friendly form. 
The curators who previously focused on the exhibitions of product design and architecture comment on this year’s biennial: “We are happy that, after years of visits to and interest in the Brno Biennial, we were finally able to produce it, both in its content and visual style. The series of shows that we prepared reflects our interests in the field of design and related disciplines. We are pleased with the results, contributed to by the wonderful and positive response from all artists we invited to take part in the biennial.”
Another positive change was that the whole event was held in a single building, providing not only visitor comfort but also a more accurate monitoring of the numbers of visitors. The Moravian Gallery appreciated the involvement of the City of Brno that participated in the exhibition of graphic design in the city of Porto and in the accompanying programme. Throughout the biennial, visitors could vote for one of the artworks at the International Exhibition, and the Visitors’ Award was presented at the closing ceremony. The winning piece was a poster by the leading Swiss graphic designer Erich Brechbühl, whose work is regularly displayed at the Brno Biennial. Erich Brechbühl has received many international awards; his entry in the International Exhibition was a poster for the Open Club Day in Luzern. 
According to Veronika Pařízková, the chief editor of the Czechdesign portal, the main importance of the biennial of graphic design lies in the cultivation of the public taste. In addition, it points out the gap between the exhibited artworks: and the reality that surrounds us. 
“To come to the Brno Biennial is always a great experience. One easily succumbs to the heart-warming feeling that they live in a world of quality and inventive graphic design. Naturally, the contact with the everyday reality is then all the more painful. Yet this kind of escape into a dream reality has a lot of sense. A regularly organised exhibition with a remarkable tradition helps steadily and intensely cultivate the public taste. The attractive accumulation of the best in visual art leaves nobody cold, and doubtlessly more than one visitor will ask why the public space actually contains so much visual smog. The biennial does not answer this question. However, it demonstrates that graphic design is a confident and autonomous discipline whose presence around us should be constant and natural.”
The next biennial will be held in autumn 2020. The International Exhibition will traditionally take place in the Museum of Applied Arts, while the Pražák Palace will host a retrospective of Jan Rajlich, a prominent figure in Czech graphic design. 
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